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CONF:rt>E~IAL 

ROBERT SCHOLZ 

lTote : 	 SCHOLZ was lnterro~a t ed a t a 
canter in Austria durln~ the 
194 5 . ThJ.s r e port ls suppl eme ntary to consolldateq 
Inte rro~atlon Re port #1, "Activity of the 1Unsatzet~ 
Ros e nberg ln France ," dated 15 AU.t7USt 1945 , whlch ~ 
bas ed l a r uely on h l s statements, and tn whlch the 
extent of hls own ac tivity_ ls de lineated. 

I • 	 PF!RS ONAL 

(a ) 	Blrth, Family a nd F.ducatlon 

... 


Born 9 February 1 902 at Olm~tz/Mahron, Moravia (then 
Austria, subs equent l y czechoslavakia). Father , Norbert SC~LZ, 
merchant . Mother, Jos ephine SCSOLZ , nee FLBISCRF.R . Attended 
primary school in Olmutz, a nd wo~t to Rerlln ln 1920 to studr 
paintinp,. Took a four-year cours e ln pictoria l arts, and spent
three years ln tho Ber l in Acade my . 

(b) Pos lt Ions He ld 

SCHOLZ became a painter ln 1924 a nd, 1n 1927, a n art critic 
for the news pa per Dle Deutsche Tagosze lt~~, wlt h whfch he re~ 
ma lned until 1934, wh6n he went over t o the voe lkis che Beo
bachter . In the s ame year he becamo a na tura lized Ger man 
clt l zen, a nd met Alfred ROS~NBERG , t hrough t he architect, 
Pr of es s or SCRULTZE-NAUUBURG . 

On 1 Ja nuary 1935, sc:ror.z joined the NSDAP as me mber No . 
3 , 206 ,458, a nd ln the s ame year beca me Kunstrof er ent ln the 
Party Kultur~eme inde . In ~937 he became Kunstre r orent ln tpe · 
Amt Ro lohS I o tar Ros enberg and od ltor of the art journal · 
Kunst 1m D~ltton Retch (subs equently Kunst im Deutsohen Rolph) . 

In 1939 ho was appointed Director of tho Mor ltzburg
MUseum at Ha lle . . ' 

II • ACTIVITY IN THF. ROSEN!ffiRQ- ORGANIZATION 

In 1940, SCHOLZ was made Dir e ctor of the Amt Rlldende 
Kunst (Office for Pictorial Art) ln tho Ros Qnberg organlzatlon.
Tfie Ros enberg Office of Art Adm l nistra tLon hnd bee n headed 
from 1937 by Dr. Wa l t e r STANG . Thls office comprlsed four 
sub-s eotlons , of whloh SCHOLZ hoadod one ; tho. others belng
MU.sl.o , Pre-HJ.story, and Theater and Clna~ . In 1940 each pf
tho~e sub ..seotlons ( 11Rot'orate 11 ) booamo on Independent oftloo, 
and there was a proportlonnte promotion ln p,rade of a ll 
ott'lclals . Tbe OffLoe of Art AdmLnlstratlon booamo the 
Hauptamt KUns~tl~ and the P1otorlnl Art soot lon became 
the Jmt Bllde e•____ t. 
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OONFID~N'M:AL . 

In th ts oapao tty, SOIIOLZ was r os pan~ lblo for . 'tho pro 

f oss tona l conduct of a ll art acttvtty comtn~ undor the 

jurisdlctlon of tho Amt Ros enberg, nnd was Re ~chBle iter 

ROSFNPERG ' s ~rsona l adviser in art matters. When Amt W6sten 

of tho P.insatzstab Rosonborg was found od in Farls in tho 

summer of 19401 SCHOLZ assumed diroctlon of tho work of tho 

profosa.ional art histor ians attached to the Pa rts starr . 

Fo~ the m08t part , ho romalnod in Borltn, dlrcctlng p~llcy 

and ros oarch from the centra l offloo of tho Amt Rosenberg. 

Inasmuch as Amt Westen of tho Elnsatzstab was a s ubdivision 

of the Roscnherr. Aussenpollt.tschos Amt (Foro t en Pollt lca.l 

Office) , and slnco SCHOLZ ' authority st e mmed fr om tho Haupt
amt Kunstpfle~o , whloh was a br a nch of tho Amt fur Wo lta n

schau! Icffo So ulung und Erzloh~ (Offloo for World-politica l 

Education and !ridoctrlnatlon) , ~mlntst ra ttve confus ion be came 

lnovitabl e at tho outs r. t. (soc oonsol idatod Inte rro.o:at ton 

Repor t No . 1.) 


.. 
It has boon confirmed from va rious sources tha t SCHOLZ 

wish<ld and aou~ht to t crminato 'the -r.: insatzstab oper at ion in 
Fra nc e a s early as 1941, af t cT t ho maj ority of i mpor t a nt a rt . 
confiscations had b oo n cffcnt cd . I n t h is ho was oppose.d 
vi~orously and constant l y by D·R· K· Oborfuohror Kur t von BEHR ,
Director of tho art staff in Pa rts . Tho perso~al a nd ideolog ica l 
confl ict botweon the tw o men was the dominant c l~mont in the 
int(.rnal r o l at ions of the Einsatzstab . • 

In 1942, sc:IOLZ collabora t ed with Abs chnitts l oiter Llautcnant 
Hermann von nK~J;tAM in tho preparation of an exhaus tive r eport 
for ROSP.tffi~G on tho progr ess and accomplishment of the Ein
satzstab to da t o , tn which both men strossrd tho chaot ic oondi 
t ions und er which the profess lono. l a rt his tor tans , throup:h 
lack of adoqua t o p~rsonne l a nd constant friction with von BF.RR, 
had b<.en ob liged to work . Th€~ aut h oro of thn r e por t i n'3 1sted 
thnt active confiscator y opcr l!tions of tr.o F. insatzs tab be 
t ormina t ed , and that th( staff occupy tts olf with the orderly 
cata lor,utn~ of the con.fiscat~d works of ~rt ~ lrnaay i n hand , 
with simultaneous supervision of tho l arp,e - scalo l ooting of 
Jewish hous e furnishings underta ken by a s o pnrato branch of 
the Ros.enborg orr;an izat ion.• ne~ly hoadod by von BW.Jffi and formal• 
ized a s the so-ca lled M-Actlon. (Soo consolld~tcd Interrogation 
Report No . l , Chapt or !!.} 

With tho appar ent acceptance bY. ROSF.NBERG of the von INGRAM 
and SCTIOLZ :re commenda tions, SCHOLZ ' sta turo v1tthln the organiza
-tion i ncreased . von BEliR wa s ousted from his position a t the 
hoad of tho art staff t n Pa r ta ear ly ln 1943 , and SCHOLZ topk
tho dom i nant role tn · the profess iona l ~uldancc of the staff, 
von INGRAM assumln.t:; ·tho primary r ospons1bll1.ty for its admi.pls 
tratlon. ' 

SCHOLZ stnted that he nover trl!vol od to Holland , nor to 
th~ Occupiod Tcrr !tor Los of the East 1 on Amt Roa onb.orp: bus lnot~e .. 
on ono oocas ion , 1n t he autumn of' 1943 , he wc·nt to Fel g ium, 
stoppinp. tn ~russ c ls for two days onroutc to Paris . Tho purpose
of this vts.tt was thn o.xaminat Lon of a substant 1111 number of 
art obj ects which the TrouhandPOSQllschnft , Bruse ols (a German 
orr,anlzqtion for tho sarekcep tnr of enemy pro~rty in Bel~l~),
hn4 appropriated at an oarlinr dat~ 1 and.tho dntermtnatton or 
cultura l value sufriclent to warrant transf~r of this ~opn~ty 
to th(' E . R . R . In Bruss e ls, SCHOLZ oonforred wlth' MOECH0\'1 · 
Dlreotor of the F.lnsatzstnb Ros cnbor~ for nelr,lum and Northern 
France . One or tho art hlstorla ne f~om thn;Parla starr, Dr, 
"P!SSER, was 1n Brussels when he arrived, and showed him tho . 
matorlal whtcb hild a l r eady bonn pl aced on dleplay 1n r ooma tJr~en 
tor tho oooael.on by tho E . R.R • .~onox.z worked out the det:a.ll,.f 
or ~raMter. w~th MtmOHOW1 and au,;?,ea tflfd that .Dr • BOROHJP,M ~ 

http:oooael.on
http:ospons1bll1.ty


' ~..... .... 
\ ,; " I •


CONFIDENTIAL 

s cnt from Parts to handle tho transfer, as ho dld not bclleve 
ESSER fully compe tent. SOHOLZ stated tfut, a t a l ater date, 
tho Treuhand~esollschaft r equested payment for the objects
turned cvcro the E.R .R., comprlsln~ furnttur a 1 r~s a nd a few 
minor palntl~s and pr ints but that tho r equest was r e fused. 
'l:{o added that t he conflscatton.s lnvolvod wor e ontlroly divorced ' 
from the M-Act ton, 

scqoLZ was r esponsible not only tor tho scient lfio record

in~ of all art objects confiscated by the ~.R .R~ and tor the ir 

sh ipment to G~rmany, but for tho ma int~nanco of tho varlcua 

doposlts wlthln Groat F-r Garmany to wh loh tho confiscated 

ma t orla l was brou~ht . In 1944 , whon tho a ir raids on Berlin 

had ber,un to j e opard ize the s ocurlty of r ecor ds he ld ln the 

city, SCHOLZ niov€ld hls staff to Schloss Kogl/st. Georp:on, 

Attorgau, Austria , pno of tho Elnsatzstab doposlts; bor e he 

r oma !ned vf1 th Dr , BOROHERS ~ F'l'n ul o in WEBER a nd other E,.R ·R • 

porsonno l unti l tho ontry of the Amorican forces . In tho 

poriod immed iate l y pre ceding tho American occupatloh, SCHO~Z 

feared that Kogl would be captured by tho Russlans ·and{ co~

s oquent ly1 had the basio ar t lndox a nd photoRraphlc fl es pf

tho Elnsatzs t ab transferred t o tho l arge de posit a t Schloss 

Nous chwana t o ln/FUsaen, Bavaria . 


IIJ:.SUMMARY 

SCHOLZ must be r egarded as havlnr. occupied a l eading and 

lnfluentlal posltlon ln tho Ros'onberp: organlzctton . That he 

was prominont -- as ROSENBERG ' s persona l advloor ln art matters 

-- as.oarl y as 1 935, ts conf trmod by a l ottor of t ha t year 

wrttton by htm to HITU~R , tnvlttn~ tho FUohrort s a ttention 

to an oxhlb tt ion of Nor th European "Aryan" art, a nd tnvlt tne 

hlm, ln ROSEtmERG's behalf, to attend . It hcs not been 

os tabltshod f inally to wha t dep.reo snHOLZ persona lly lnlt lated 

Gorman policy wtth r espect to tho confis cat ion of J ow lah-owned 

art proportlo~ ln occupied oountrios; all tho ovidenoe a t hand 

would tn~ lcate tha t he was a burnt~ prota~ontst of Natlo~l 


. , Soolallst cultural ide ology, Rnd that he pa~tto ipRted actively
ln tho "struggl e a ~a tnst Jews, Freemasons and enemies of tlle. 
Reloh.". Und er lnterrogat lon, he has eour:ht to oonvoy the 
impression that h~ was personally r esponsible only to~ tho 
orderly oatalogutne and ''sa fokc optng" -  in woll,.tittec! 
deposits -~of tho works of art oonfiacatod by a brDnch of 
the Rosonber~ office wh ich he in no wa y controlled. Deba1led 
inte rrogation, however, has ~ovelopod tho follow1n~ po1ntsi 

. l 

(a) that SCHOLZ ··was Rt a ll times ompawor ed to control 
the ass1&nment or personne l tot and removal from, 
the special art staff or tho ElnSatzstabJ 

(b) that he took an aotlvo, · possibly tho loading part, 
~ 1n the preparation and exeoutlon of tho 28 ex

ohanges ot confiscatod paintings whloh the El!r 
satzstab conduotod wibh various 1nd1v1duala; a 
that be ordered and dLrc otod tho oompllatlon o 
n 1Lat ~f' <-t.mfl&{'ttte~ I"'P""~J&:o;tcnt:wt. ;JQ!rttlngs .. 1 

wbieh wcl·e to bo lllldu •~ll&ble tor uobange OD 
sale by the E,R.R. · 

(o) that be re~osont~4 ROSENBERG 4ireotlr ln~elat 
wl~h tho Relobaeha~Qe1le~u other ~~ty· 

.. t lons 1 and tbr. OQl'JIII.Il Dllll •.~r wbere '".,.•• .• 
. braacl pol~0'1 r~~-ed' hO a ~'tera 'We're .....Fv•rJfllil~.. 
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Personally~ SCHOLZ ls shrewd , hypocrltlcal and unreliabl e . 
Ee made a poor impression on hls tnterrorators by att~mptin~ 
throughout to mlnlmtze his own res pons Lbtllty, cloud the 
dominant issues and i mplicate 11ls collaborators . Ee ls 
credited by various soUrces with the state~ent that al l 
modern French pa i nting was 11 d<"c-enerate 11 nnd could under no 
circumstances be brought to Germany . one source attributes 
to hlm -a plan to destroy all euch works of art , rather than 
return t~1om to the Lr r l,crhtful owners ; but SCHOLZ ls cons l dered , 
instead , to have sponsored the commercJ.al explo i tation for 
OP-rmany of such material as was 11 unsuitablA 11 ldeolor;lca l 1y 
for importa t Lon into t!1e Ro ich . Under lnterro~at Lon, SCHOLZ 
attempted frequently to defend the 11 lOf~allty 1 ' of the Elnsatz 
stab conf iscations; yet he stated on severa l occasions that 
he hnd always been convinced that the question of title wquld
ha v0 to l)e r ofl'l rred to an internet tonal com'lliss ton upon the 
t e rminat ion of hostllittos , and thai; 1.!1c activity of the Ein
satzstab had been sa l utary tn prevent tnr: the 11VIan ton11 destruc 
tion and loss of a substant tal port Lon of the cultural herl.tap;e
of F'nrope . 

S~ROLZ stated that he had ncvf'lr held a pu.r~ ly ·politica l 
posl.tlon within th{') ..,..Party , and t'w.t he had nE'vcr been paid a ·' 
retainer by the Party; t~at t hrou~hout his career he had re 
mained a professional art crltlc , painter and museum director , 
Thf) map;nitude of his re2ponsibll 'ty wl.thln the Rosenberg 
orp,an izatlon g ives the l l e to t hese statements . However , l.t 
ls believed that tl-to r.10tlvatlon for SCTIOLZ ' activity wl.th l;he 

l:' ins a tzs t ab vms cssent !.ally ideological rather t'lan mater tal , 
11nd thnt he derived no fl.nancl.al profl.t from the conftscatl.ons 
effected with hl.s knov1ledr0 and under hls cHrcctton . In ad 
dltl.on to h ls sa lary as Bere lchs ll\ltor , SCTJOLZ cla l.rned to have 
rece~ved a mo"'lthly expense alJ.owancf> ,..,f thrl'e hundred rt:~l.chs 
marl(s (Rr.1 300)., and to have received no furthAr compensation 
whatovor • . This statement l.s bollcvod to be apcurate . 

IV • RECOHHE1'DATIOU FOR ACT!Oll 

As ide from Al fred ROSENRERO hlrMolf 1 SCHOLZ l.s the.. high
eat-rank in~ former offlcla l of tho E1noatzstab Rosqnberg 
presen~ ly tn Al l l.ed custody . von Bmm·, unquestionab l y the 
l ead i ng sponsor of orr-anl.zed lootin~ in France , l.a dead by 
sui c ide ; and Gerhard. UTIKAL, Director of the Elnsatzstab 
throughout the greater part of Lts actl.vlty, has not been 
found . Under the circumstances , SCHOLZ mtmt be held personally 
respons i ble , wl.th ~OS'I<!rT!PRG , for t'1.c l.mplo'llent~tton of al l 
art conf1s oat tons undertaken by the E insa tzs tab . It ls the 
recoM~ondation of this unit that he be tr i ed as a wer or l m1nal, 
and that the sever i ty of charges br our,ht n~a lnst hlm be d e t er
mi ned by the extent t o wh l ch complic i ty l.n this orr:anl.zcd l oot 
l.n~ opcrat t on 1s judged to ha,, e been criminal. SC'IIOLZ ts 
present l y in int er nment at Cl,Utan Inter nment C<'nter No . 7 
(3rd u.s. Ar my), Peu erbach, Kro i s Linz , Austria. 

J . S .P • 
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